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MIFORATIDUY OR TH! CHITF, SHCURITY BRANCH, 030

Bubject:  Autorobile Aceldents

ie Ui hava reviewed your memorandum of 27 August 1947
and have discuosed InTormaily the problems posed thoreln with
the A730. It iz our view Lheot 21l ccontingeneciocs casmod be
apeci Piavlly nrovided for, Imt certaln rules may be lald
dorn Por ¢nn maldence of your en, and aunthorltics obtalned,
whleh wlll ehabl: them to handle cortain situetions to pro=
teet security, , ‘

Ze Thare will he two zenearal sltuations = minor Inolw
dents suelh ns Yhrushed fendors ond bent bumpers, and rajor
acildents. The dilstirction is g natter of degree, without
& clser-cuf; dividins line, @md the cirsumstances ¥11l detor=
mine enoch prrae, In najor sceldents, it is alrost cortain
that & doronid to sce registration and ligenue ¥iii be nade,
ond 1t would Le safs to assume thet the state police will De
invoived, “lilic £he oihen party to a rajor sccident nay have
& right 1o the inforwmtion contained in regiatration, driving
permelits, end insurcnce pepers, va do not bollsve he need '
Getunlly see the docurests. tnder no circumstances should -
your man produce Treasury or other Govermsent credentisls
to Ldentify themsnlves, TP possibla, they thould try to
satlafy tne other party with thwo information i thelr personal
arivinse llcenses and swalt the arrivel of the pollee. “hes
should 4iap Littenpt to have the pollecs officera examine the
CIA resictretlion separetely, without revealing the ownership
of the ci» Lo the othepr Partye. They could 4li-c inform the
pelice thot they were goting in & confidential capacity and
royuast thoi, 4§ possibla, the ovnership of the omnr by C1a
Lut be made n matter of recard. in case the police doubt
thelr storv and wish confirmation, your man should be ine -
strmictod then to call You collect. They would nilso explain
to the police thzt being Govermment own&ad, ithe car carried
no imsurance., Your wan should, of course, obtaln ell possie
Lle Inforsacion rerteining to the aceldent, ineluding, shers
posaible, stoterents of witnesses, sopees of police reports,
and photcerrashs for Torwardin- to this office at the earliest
oppertunity. Fajfor coeidenta nemally will involve o claim,
and &ny cloings gi:alnst your man should be 1mmediately bifr I

verded to ihis olfice for vetlon, Similerly, i there opnearas
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to be neglipence on the part of the other person or persons
conoarned which might pive rise %o @its mlaim on behalf of
the Goverrment, & full report should be forwsrded to this
office for considerstion of tha emcunt involved an? whether
to refsr the cnse to e proper claims offieimls. In many
eunes, $t may bHe possible to handle clsims by or sgalnat the
Goveramant as personel claims &y or against the employee ta
the point of final seottlement. :

¥inor sceidents may or pay not invoive a clain Agein,
every affort should bo made tc have clainms procesased through
this offlcoe. It w=ey he that, in ceviain camas, whero the
Covernment employoe Iaols he was clearly et favlt 1o tho
extent that the Jovsrrment would be lieble for danages,
elrcumsiances nuY be sueh &3 o Justify en lwmedlate settlow-
wont for & srnli awount of casl. If this in done, the empliyes
would have Lo damonstrate the clircumstences a3 follows:

‘have to site the fasis ogta "
o {b) Yo wm 3 heve te 3 Kas fativvs b

immodicte sottlement would tend to dlaelose hig CIA
aployment, or the 3I2 cwmoership of the omrg

(¢} Te would have to usteblish that dsmage wath
sueh &5 Le require zn expenditure for repalir; o

(d) Te would have to demonstrate that the amount -
of settleront woes rsosonebias with roferenco to the
aoat o whe repcirs to be npdse. ‘

e Arportunt Ltem in tha above, of course, 1s the roquiremnnt
thet releilonsiip Tith CIA be vrotectad. If such protection

tn not invelived, no on the opot sottlanont cowld be relmbursed
br the Government, Ve feel a 1init should be set on the emount
of gual aa-<le-ents snd holleve J25.00 would be reasonable. Ve
purott wour proper move vould be to draw up A project
previdlag Tor relubureencnt ot Lo exoeod TPL.00 for any e
ecelcent to take oare of cases wvhich maet the requiroments - -
set fopih olove, Wa bellcve tha ADSC has the authority to
reoprove ougl. oo projest ond o cuthiorise the allocation of

momls te support 1te IS hin sgraees with your view that the
pesurlty o7 yuur eperctlons requires thls protection and
cooroyes Sl projeat, veu should vrisf your men carefully,

ga thet irey 111 mod wey out ronoey improperly and find that
they are denled relmbursencnt. :
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25X1A . weiiastion with the specific cnse presanted by

_ you will note thet ell the requirenents
gutiined by us abeve were not met, in that he stated thnt,
in his oplinion, the other driver was at fault., If this
were truec, there wat no oblipstion on the part of the
Govearnment, and F paid through intimicdation, rather
than 13ability. aere deoms, however, to be some doubt as
to the derree of neglifence of the drivers involved, and,

25X1A posaibly, *»aerel’g wished to justify himself by
throwins the bleme on the other driver. Of course, if the
Sovernmont driver 15 grossly or willfully at fault through
reciless driving, drunkon driving, etc., he would be personale
1y 1lilable and would not be reimbursed. ‘

TR G T, HOUSTon

Gemeral Counsel
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